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Manning was logical. He recognised that
ultramontane authority could not be exercised by
a Pontiff who was a subject of a secular State.
This is obviously true, although the moral
authority of the Papacy certainly increased after
1870, the Popes repudiating the secular authority
of the Italian State. Temporal Power was nom-
inally restored by Signor Mussolini with the
signing of the Lateran Treaty. But such Tem-
poral Power as the Pope again possesses could
at any time be destroyed by a platoon of
Italian infantrymen. It has nothing but senti-
mental value, and to the outsider not very much
of that. The Pope remains an Italian Bishop,
and, being an Italian Bishop, it is infinitely
difficult for him openly to express international
condemnation of any action of the Italian
Government.

Manning was convinced that Temporal Sov-
ereignty would ultimately be regained. He was
entirely opposed to the notion that it could be
or should be regained by force. " The strength
of the Holy See is to be unarmed."

In the whirl of world events, the loss of
Temporal Power and the claim to Infallibility
were calmly accepted by the faithful, but Infalli-
bility aroused the wrath and misgivings of earnest
men outside the Roman obedience. In one of his